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B ho 1o coc0mpass SO much of R and 50 much time. Indeed. from the
’.‘mh hmfwyumm&\mmamm*m
3t e GBS B¢ POST Was wiitwen W be linked with the return of

| ¥ o this way, e [0V IS an epic romance that fills all of history,
1 -9";' e fact hat be will be constandly giving her “complaints,” pleading
- BN tody, and she will deny him. Rurthermore, it is oaly within this
B Samework that ber being coy with him is not a “crime™ against him,
Lo gt ber denial of bis desires in their real, short human lives is
wmmﬂmmwhnommmemmm
.ﬁgpms:‘ﬁﬁwetn\lwuﬁmmm&mmm.
sorcrime” shows her resistance to him as indeed criminal since they do
W eooush time, and certsinly do not have all the woeld for all of time.

‘ﬁm&ﬁm&ah&wﬂl‘smﬁb&mmmm
p“m_msb)*mammmh\u.mm
_“sgmfuﬁy:mﬁmmk:thewmnhesodmireshis.mdhis
a‘;mof@o&rs&xmmsodymhdinmhismlpam.ﬂowhe
- to control ber is obvious with the number of times that “should™ and
35 crop &P in the poem, beginaing as early as line 13 in the description
J@Fm@hahnj“ and the time he would devote to it {which itself
the beloved women to her mere parts). The objectification of her
ﬁﬂi"! g5 3 sexual obiect is hardly the beginning of her troubles, howewer, for
uii'g"’ lines later any possibility of that lust being tempered with love or
cacers iS washed awzy when he tumns her into an object of death.
Besipning 2t line 2! the language becowmes aggressive, tinged with
B disgest than lust, which only further devalues the female subject for
ohat soems the simple purpase of showing off the speaker’s mastery of the
lmeuase and of metaphor yet again. The original elaborate praise is further
gpdermined whea we reach the third stanza and the speaker reveals he has
been @it aware of the pressure of Time throughout this persuasion, rendenng
amy promises of eternal love or ext=nded passion useless and disingenuous.
8 uses this awareness of Time's threat upon them to put a threat on her
yirsinity, implying not only that i will lose its worth as she ages, but that
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While Marvell is not the first o use
itself (Shakespeare’s Sonnet mi-cm::'m‘l:ﬂ.iih
- d“ - -
o Saore ddk lac womes be 50 idesfizes 3
uwuuwmmwawmmmx“*i
mmmwmwwymmammcmm, '
memummmmmmﬂ
hppmlohu(lmk)bodyzﬂadadﬂhcmwzjmbyrhcwmkm
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own desires znd is revolting to hisn. The parzile] of the wors pencirating
Mﬂapedﬂyaﬁcrﬂhﬂodymkuﬁzdwﬁaafﬁcmm
that much more suspect, but 2lso cause any e that would occur betwees
them 10 be an encounter with death rather than the zmoroes plezsure full of
life the speaker 5o desires. The words of violence in relztionsiip of fhe acs
further enforce this point, and leave the zudience disgusted with the speaker
for this inconsistency and his reduction of the woman he desire to the object
of his desire, to be manipulated and presented 2s he pleases.
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Or 1o examine the existi
P‘u'igrchnl perspective, and (3 € existing canon from 2 less

L ) theories focusing on sexual difference and
al politics. These are only the divisions present within feminist theory

self and not within the movement as a whole, which is even more widespread
varied. Nevertheless, among the clusters of theories and all of feminism
a whole there are a nun'lbfer of fundamental beliefs and concerns that
u.msccnd diving lines and distinguish a given school of criticism as a variety
ffcminism rather t.han a separate school altogether.
P The first distinction of a feminist scholar is the recognition and
|oration of the difference between sex and gender. For feminists, gender
?SP { inherent, but learned from the culture in which one lives and performed
{sno dingly.- Gender encompasses all of the meaning assigned to sex
a(l:cﬂ ences in & given culture, which can only be constructed by that culture,
diffe qturally a part of the person. Although feminists certainly apply different
f"o‘::l s of importance to sex as a biological category, the idea that the gender
e
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gender as well, emphasizing how sex and/or gender are almost always geq
in language to organize difference spheres (physical, emotiong,
phitsophical, ete ), usually working to benefit men. Because of this, femingg,
sohalars are concerned with gender as a category of analysis and treat o,

: mothod of interpretation that fails to take gender into account at al) 4
' incomplete and unsatisfactory.
i The thind way in way feminist scholars distinguish themselves from
other cnitical schools is their deep investment in breaking down the jdey
that maleness is the dafault. That is, most cultures are androcentric in thoughy,
and practice, and therefore put forth men as the norm. Feminists try (o sheg
Haht on these Diases in order to change them and at the same ime work tq
i examine the hiases and their practical implication from the viewpoint of the
: Other. One of their primary concerns is to alter how women and other
i’ marginalized groups sre seen as objects r.atfterthan subjects. This is an integra)
t part of the final common thread in feminist theory: all feminist believe thag
| the inoqualitics that exist between the group(s) in power and those without
| can and ought to be broken down. This necessitates a political element in
feminist theory, and though these politics may not always be stressed ip

particulady work of feminist criticism, they also will not be denied.
In short, the goal of feminist scholarship, including feminist theory, s

not merely to create a department or discipline that focuses on women, by
rather to address the deep-seated assumptions culture feeds us about gender
roles. An examination of the sources of these stereotypes and a subsequen

discussion of their ultimate “truth” or lack thereof will inevitably lead to
new, informed wavs of addressing historical, political, social, and economic
problems as well. Thc ultimate goal of feminist scholarship, then, is to change
the way that women are seen for the better, such that true equality can be
defined and sought eamnestly. In the end, women ought to be seen as equally
normative and men as equally socially conditioned in their roles, and neither

L

should be better, worse, or more natural than the other.
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